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Dear Parents and Carers, 

There is so much to say about this year 

that we almost don’t know where to start 

so we’ll start with thank yous! 

May we first thank you, our parents and 

carers, for all your support his year.  It 

certainly has been a challenge for all of us and 

we are so thankful for the fact that together, we 

have been able to support your children in the 

safest, most positive ways we possibly can since 

our return to school in September.  

Secondly, thank you to our governors for their 

guidance, challenge and best wishes as they’ve 

supported us through this year. 

Thank you to our staff who have worked tirelessly 

this term, in uncertain and ever changing 

circumstances.  Your children have been in very 

safe, caring hands. 

Thank you to the children for being resilient, 

positive, caring and responsible members of the 

community.  They really have done us all proud.  

They stepped back into this term with smiles and 

have worked incredibly hard to make up for 

some lost learning. 

Finally, may we wish you all a wonderful, restful, 

holiday. We hope you all stay safe and we look 

forward to seeing you in 2021! 

Warmest wishes, 

Odele Davies and Edward Harrison 

 

Christmas Cards 

Last Friday on Christmas Jumper 

Day, members of FOMS created 

personalised Christmas Cards for 

your children to bring home.  They have now all 

hopefully been delivered and we hope you enjoy 

them.  Thank you to FOMS for enabling this festive 

fun to take place!  
 

 

 

Year 5 Home Learning 

This week, year 5 have been learning 

from home. They enjoyed a hook into our 

new science topic ‘Space’ by following 

a live webinar from the Royal 

Astronomical Society with author, 

Nathan Bryon, speaking and sharing his 

award-winning book.   

‘I loved Look Up because it has a great message: 

Enjoy the beauty of Earth! Sarah Nixon, year 5 

We have super mathematicians in year 5, so we 

set the children a ‘crack the code’ challenge to 

identify who ate Mrs Claus’ Christmas cake using 

all their maths skills.  On Wednesday afternoon, 

we shouted, “He’s behind you!” whilst streaming 

the Dick Whittington pantomime from the Kings 

Theatre, Southsea.  We finished the week, by 

writing our own Christmas raps – will any make it 

to number one? 

We’re looking forward to having year 5 back with 

us again in the New Year. 

 

Leah Gornall, Home School Link Worker 

Hello, I’d like to introduce 

myself to those who have 

not yet personally met me. 

My name is Ms Gornall, I 

work as the Home School 

Link Worker at Mengham 

Junior School. You may have seen me at the 

school gate in the mornings or at pick-up time. I 

can help advise on all kinds of issues your children 

may be experiencing at home, for example 

bedtime routine, bedwetting (it’s more common 

than you may think!), school attendance and 

other issues within your family, or I can help you 

get further support if required. Please come and 

have a quiet word with me on the playground at 

drop off or collection if you’d like to discuss 

anything.  Alternatively, you can also make 

contact through the school office and we can 

find a suitable time to chat. Have a happy and 

safe Christmas! 
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A Countryside Elfventure: Thistle and Oak's Lost 

List 

 

Event name: A Countryside Elfventure: Thistle and 

Oak’s Lost List 

Date: 3rd December – 24th December 

Venues: Royal Victoria Country Park, Queen 

Elizabeth Country Park, Lepe Country Park 

Please note this is a Hampshire County Council 

event. 

 

This Christmas enjoy a 

festive family walk with a 

difference. 

 

Join Thistle and Oak as 

they try to find the missing 

presents before Father 

Christmas leaves for 

Christmas Eve. Receive a 

trail pack which includes a booklet, stickers, 

pencils and a Christmas decoration to take 

home, plus lots of fun activities to enjoy along the 

way. Find the panels amongst the trees to solve 

the clues, work out the presents and save 

Christmas! 

 

Thistle and Oak are Christmas Present Selector 

Elves. They need to organise presents for 10 

children. Unfortunately, Thistle left the book with 

the details in outside and the wind blew a page 

away! 

 

He still has the children’s letters to Father 

Christmas, but they used clues and codes to say 

what they wanted. Thistle has asked Oak to help 

him work out the clues but they need more help 

to track down the gifts in time for Christmas! 

 

Can you help them solve the puzzles to find the 

right presents? 

 

The trail is taking place at the historic site of Royal 

Victoria Country Park in Southampton, by the 

beach at Lepe Country Park and at Queen 

Elizabeth Country Park set in the stunning South 

Downs National Park.   

 

Trails cost £5.00 per child (over two years) and 

must be booked in advance. 

 

Website link: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/countryside-christmas 

 

Ticket link: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=

571 
 

 
 

 

 

2020 Flu Vaccinations 

Years 3, 4 and 6 had their 

flu vaccinations in school 

on Tuesday. For the year 

5 children that are 

currently isolating at home, the School Nursing 

Immunisation team will be returning on Monday 

4th January to give them their vaccinations. Any 

children in other year groups that missed their 

immunisation this week will also have it done then 

too. 

 

 

 

 

This term’s winners are 

Shackleton and they will be 

awarded with a session using 

our VR headsets during the 

Spring term.  We will be liaising 

with our House Captains to 

decide on prizes for our house teams for the 

Spring and Summer terms.  Well done to all the 

children in Shackleton.  

 

 

Dates for your diary 

Thurs 17th Dec 2020 Christmas  

Lunch 

Fri 18th Dec 2020 Inset Day 

Fri 18th Dec 2020 Christmas 

Holiday  

Mon 4th Jan 2021 Start of Spring Term 

Fri 12th Feb 2021 Inset Day 

Fri 12th Feb 2021 Spring Half Term 

Thurs 1st April 2021 Inset Day 

Thurs 1st April 2021 Easter  

Holiday 

Mon 19th April 2021 Start of Summer Term 

Mon 31st May 2021 Summer Half Term 

Fri 25th June 2021 Inset Day 

Mon 28th June 2021 Inset Day 

Fri 23rd July 2021 End of Term 

House Point update 
 

 
AINSLIE SHACKLETON MACARTHUR NELSON 

2636 2784 2557 2558 
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